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PRESS RELEASE

FUNDACIÓN COLORES DE CALCUTA
Fundación Colores de Calcuta is a Spanish NGO that works in Pilkhana, better known as “the city of joy”, in the fields of health and education since 2005. Pilkhana is a slum of Calcutta (India), where more than 100 000 people live in extreme poverty.

Our work is developed in collaboration with the Indian NGO Seva Sangh Samiti, founded in 1968 by the inhabitants of the slum, driven by the French priest Father Laborde, whose life was recounted by the author Dominique Lapierre in his book “City of Joy”.
Our foundation is a reality thanks to the support from partners, donors, collaborators and private entities.

HEALTH PROGRAMS
Pilkhana Medical Centre

The Medical Centre provides immediate necessary health care to children and adults. Also, the activities carried out in the center involve promoting health through workshops and facilitating access to public health campaigns, such as the control program for tuberculosis, one of the major epidemics in India and the campaign for polio vaccination.
Moreover the department of gynecology and obstetrics makes a particularly relevant labor working for the reduction of infant and maternal mortality in a country where the UN estimated that 1 in every 55 women is in risk of dying from child-bearing causes. The last service started (2014) was a dental clinic.
The Medical Centre provides around 24.000 attentions each year.
Child Malnutrition

Malnutrition causes more than one third of all deaths of children under five years old. In India, about 50% of children in this age group suffer from it- a percentage that increases significantly in neighborhoods like Pilkhana. Within the Medical Centre, we have a program for children from 0 to 2 years old with malnutrition, where each year 140 children receive a comprehensive treatment to regain their health.

Children with disabilities
In the case of children with disabilities, the marginalization goes together with the poverty problem because there are few resources to provide them with the care they need.

In addition to providing medical care in our facility and take care of their nutrition, there is a physiotherapy unit for special care of these children, who are treated so they can move within their abilities in their psychomotor development and autonomy.

EDUCATION AND VOCATIONAL TRAINING

Home for girls and teenage girls
In India, girls suffer from discrimination due to their gender, class, caste and ethnicity which, among other factors, hinders their access to education and makes it impossible for them to get out of poverty. Anand Bhavan, meaning “the house of joy” in Bengali, is a shelter for 30 girls between 6 and 18 years old from families in a situation of extreme poverty.
Their needs for growth and development are taken care of, they attend neighborhood schools, education is strengthened and they are offered vocational training to open the opportunity of a better future for themselves and their families.
Preschool education
We have a nursery for 40 children between 2 and 4 years old, many of them have gone through the malnutrition program. The nursery offers care, feeding, and medical care, preventing them from being on the streets and giving them an education that eases the subsequent incorporation to school.

Crafts Women Studio
This activity offers 20 women a way of making money and creates a place where they feel respected and esteemed. The workshop started in 2011 and it focuses on hand embroidery and crochet, techniques transmitted from mothers to daughters, and batik, a form of textile dyeing of long tradition in India.
In the workshop they have the opportunity of learning and after, joining the production group.
In 2014 the Crafts Women Studio has become a cooperative, named Swiikriti, (which means “acknowledgement” in Bengali) being now a self-managed association. Our foundation keeps collaborating with them, giving them a place to work and the means of distribution for their products.

www.coloresdecalcuta.org
Contact Email: info@coloresdecalcuta.org
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